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SCIENTIFIC SURVEY OF THE TOKARA ISLANDS
Yoshitaka TSUTSUI

Director, the Osaka Municipal Museum of Natural History

(Summary)

The Osaka Museum of Natural History sent a party for scinetific survey of the
Tokara Islands during May and June, 1953.

The Tokara Islands are situated far to the southward of Kyushu, in latitude between
30° and 29° N., belonging to Kagoshima Prefecture, Japan. They consist of eight volcanic
islands named Kuchinoshima, Nakanoshima, Gajajim, Tairajima, Suwanosejima, Akuse-
kijima, Kodakarajima and Takarajima, and a few islets. Even Nakanoshima, largest of
them, is merely 27.54 square kilometers wide. The islands lie on the boundary between
Pelaearctic and Oriental Region, as it is called in biological geography. A volcano can
be seen in activity on Suwanosejima, and coral reefs fringe Takarajima, Kodakarajima
and others.

The reseaches covered various fields of science, namely geology, meteology, botany,
zoology, endemics and hygiene, cultural anthropology and ethnology. Twenty-two experts
of the above mentioned fields joined the party.



